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A federal regulation upping the amount of liability insurance carriers must 
have is still slated to be published as a proposed rule next month, according 
to a report issued Sept. 16 by the Department of Transportation.

The report also says the department’s rule to require use of speed limiters on 
heavy trucks and its Safety Fitness Determination rule are now projected to 
be published as proposed rules in early 2015, according to the report.

Both the speed limiter rule and the insurance increase rule were sent last 
month to the Office of the Secretary of Transportation. After approval there, 
they’ll be sent to the White House’s Office of Management and Budget 
for approval before being sent back to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration for publication.

The insurance rule — which would raise the current $750,000 minimum to an 
unspecified amount — is expected to be sent to the OMB Sept. 29, the DOT 
report says, while the speed limiter rule is projected to be sent to the OMB 
Oct. 9.

The speed limiter rule would require the installation and use of “governors,” 
or speed limiters, on trucks weighing more than 26,000 pounds. FMCSA has 
not said what the limited speed would be.The rule is projected to clear the 
OMB Jan. 9 and be published Jan. 12, with a 60-day comment period ending 
March 12.

Likewise, the agency has not said what the new minimum level of liability 
insurance for carriers would be, but it did say in an April-issued report that if 
the current minimum, which has been in place since the mid-1980s, had kept 
up with inflation, it would be $1.62 million.The DOT projects the rule to clear 
the OMB Oct. 12 and to be published as a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
Oct. 22. It will have a 60-day comment period ending Dec. 12, according to 
the report.

The projected action dates for the agency’s Safety Fitness Determination 
rule — part of the Compliance, Safety, Accountability program — have not 
changed, and the rule is still expected to be published Feb. 10, 2015, and 
have a 90-day public comment period ending in May.

Continued on page  8

Speed limiter, Safety Fitness rules now slated for early 
2015, insurance increase still expected next month
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Thank you to the 2014 Convention Sponsors!

ABC Fry-Wagner, Inc.
Alderson Law Firm

Bergkamp Insurance Center
Circle K Transport Inc.

Con-way Freight
Cummins Central Power

CSTK
DeClue Transport

EJ Trucking
Foley Equipment Company 

Great West Casualty and 
Their Affiliated Agencies

Cline Wood Agency - Leawood, KS, 

Rutter Cline Associates - Garden City, KS, 
USI Midwest LLC - Overland Park, KS

Hammes Trucking
Hampel Oil

J.J. Keller & Associates 
Kansas Soybean Commission

Kansas Turnpike Authority
MHC Kenworth - Salina, Olathe & Topeka

Redguard/SiteBox Storage
Summit Truck Group

Truck Insurance Mart Inc.
Wallwork Financial

Wilshire Insurance Company
As of Sept. 22, 2014

Sowers joins KMCA Staff
On September 15, 2014, 
Melissa Sowers joined the 
KMCA staff as the Director of 
Communications/ Events. She 
will handle publications and 
communication duties, event 
planning, advertising, and all 
website maintenance.

Melissa is a 2012 graduate 
from Washburn University 
where she earned a degree in 
Mass Media with an emphasis 
in Public Relations and obtained a minor in 
Psychology. Prior to joining the KMCA staff she was 
the Community Director for the Topeka Division of 
the March of Dimes. She is excited to join the KMCA 
team and looks forward to meeting the members. 
Melissa can be reached by phone at 785.267.1641 
or by email at msowers@kmca.org. 

Melissa replaces Dana Avery, who has accepted a 
position with the vet school in Manhattan. 

Melissa Sowers

KMCA Calendar of Events
Nov. 12, 2013   

Safety Management Council Meeting

Dec. 4, 2013   
Board of Directors Meeting

Dec. 5, 2013   
KMCA Kansas Livestock Association Coffee Bar

The November Safety Management Council (SMC) 
meeting is November 11 at 10 a.m. at the KMCA Offices 
in Topeka. We will be holding a roundtable discussion on 

the different kinds of Electronic Logging Devices (ELD). 
There will be several trucking companies there to talk 
about their experience with certain types of ELD’s. We 
will discuss what features are most useful, what companies 
don’t like, and the possible minimum requirements. If 
you currently use ELD’s that are not PeopleNet or Rand 
McNally please contact Becky Crawford, bcrawford@
kmca.org or 785-267-1641. SMC Meetings are open to 
any KMCA member company, you do not have to be the 
company’s Safety Director to attend. SMC meetings are 
typically 90 minutes long. If you have any questions contact 
Becky. 

        November Safety Management Council 
Meeting to Cover ELD’s
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Truck Insurance Mart, Inc.
Your Truck Insurance Specialists

Truck Insurance Mart, Inc.
Your Truck Insurance Specialists

Don Beilman  
President

(800) 255-0416   
(913) 441-0349

Fax: (913) 441-3756
10027 Woodend Rd.

Edwardsville, KS 66111

Larry Tredway 
Manager

(800) 324-4614  
(620) 654-3921

Fax: (620) 654-3971
249 W. Highway 56

Galva, KS 67443

Truck Insurance Mart provides coverage for the following:
   •  Owner Operators                 •  Small Fleets       •  Contract Haulers  
     •  Truckers Hauling in All States     •  New FHWA Carriers

Indoor Convention Exhibitors

American Trailer & Storage
Cummins Central Power

Imperial Supplies
Jim Hawk Truck Trailers

JJ Keller & Associates
Kansas Highway Patrol

Kansas Soybean Commission
Kansas Turnpike Authority

S & G Associates
Tallgrass Occupational Health

Trans Lease Inc.
Truckers Against Trafficking

Utility Consultants, inc.
Wallwork Financial

MHC Kenworth
Summit Truck Group
Wilson Trailer Sales

Outside Convention Exhibitors
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Advertising opportunities are now available for 
2015! Advertising is available in our monthly 
newsletter Dispatch, which has a circulation of 
1,500. Dispatch advertising space is limited, 
Dispatch ads will be taken on a first come basis. 
There are advertising opportunities in our annual 
Membership Directory and Buyers Guide. It 
is published every year in January and has a 
circulation of 2,000. Our website also offers 
advertising opportunities as well. It is viewed by 
members, people involved in the industry, people 
looking to get involved in the industry and many 
others. If you would like more information or 
have questions, please contact Melissa Sowers, 
Director of Communications/Events, at 
785-267-1641 or msowers@kmca.org. 

KMCA Advertising Opportunities



DISPATCH

Page 5 September 2014



DISPATCH

Page 6 September 2014

KMCA Continues 15 Year Donation of 105 Child Car Seats to the 
Kansas Highway Patrol

In support of Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week 
(September 14-20), for the 15th consecutive year, the 
Kansas Motor Carriers Association (KMCA) made a life-
saving donation to the Kansas Highway Patrol in the form 
of 105 child safety seats to be dispersed statewide. The 
Patrol’s public resource officers (PROs) then keep them 
on hand, distributing them to families who may need 
a properly-fitted seat, but who may not have means to 
purchase one. 

“Vehicle safety on Kansas roads and highways is the 
Kansas Motor Carriers Association’s number one priority. 
Over the past 15 years, KMCA has provided more 
than 1,200 child passenger safety seats to protect the 
smallest vehicle occupants. The partnership between 
KMCA and the Kansas Highway Patrol has made these 
child passenger safety seats available to those without 
the means to buy them,” said Tom Whitaker, Executive 
Director of the KMCA. 

Col. Ernest Garcia, Kansas Highway Patrol, and Tom Whitaker, KMCA 
Executive Director

“The annual donation of child safety seats by KMCA helps 
keep our youngest passengers safe on Kansas roads. 
We truly appreciate their partnership and dedication to 
keeping Kansas children safe as they travel through the 
state,” said Col. Ernest Garcia, Kansas Highway Patrol.
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KMCA Promotes Safety and Trucking Careers
KMCA’s Kansas Road Team was out promoting truck safety 
and trucking jobs in September. Road Team members 
Rob Lind and Chad Gamino, participated in a career 
fair in Coffey County on September 18. Rob and Chad 
talked to high school students, as well as, members of 
the community about jobs in the transportation industry. 
Then on September 19,  Kansas Road Team member Chad 
Gamino and KMCA Director of Safety, Becky Crawford 
attended Salina’s Steel Days, to talk to the community 

and students about driving safely around trucks. In just 
those two days the Kansas Road Team presented to over 
300 people. If you would like the Kansas Road Team to 
present in your area, 
call Becky Crawford at 
785-267-1641 or 
email at 
bcrawford@kmca.org.

Left & Right -Students and 
members of the community 
had a chance to experience 
driving behind of wheel of 
a truck by using the KMCA 
simulator.

Middle - Kansas Road Team 
member Rob Lind waits to 
talk to high school students 
about a career in the 
transportation industry.
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Continued From the Cover:
Speed limiter, Safety Fitness rules 

now slated for early 2015, insurance 
increase still expected next month

The rule would allow the agency to produce a single 
score — a Safety Fitness Determination — for carriers 
based upon agency data similar to that used to 
produce CSA’s Safety Measurement System rankings.

The agency would use the scores to prioritize carriers 
for intervention, it says.

Other rulemakings in the report include FMCSA’s 
work on a new entrant training and testing process, 
which does not have any projected action dates listed; 
a rule to make it easier for military members to obtain 
a CDL, projected for publication next May; and a 
rule to require Transportation Security Administration 
background checks on hazmat haulers, which has no 
projected action dates.

New to the DOT’s September report are projected 
action dates for FMCSA’s Final Rule to implement a 
CDL Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse. The proposed 
rule was published in February, and, once final, it 
would create a database of CDL holders who have 
failed or refused a drug or alcohol test.

Carriers would then have to query the database when 
making new hires and once a year for drivers already 
on the payroll. It would also require carriers to upload 
information on failed and refused tests.

Dates for the regulator’s Final Rule mandating 
electronic logging devices were not included in the 
report, nor were dates for the Final Rule for FMCSA’s 
driver coercion rule. The proposed ELD mandate rule 
was published in late March, and the anti-coercion 
rule was published in May.

Obstructive Sleep Apnea and 
Commercial Driver Medical 

Qualification
There are many misconceptions circulating among 
the medical examiner community regarding obligated 
testing of commercial motor vehicle drivers for 
obstructive sleep apnea (OSA). Misinformation and 
the misapplication of federal standards have caused 
widespread concern over the inconsistent practices of 
certified medical examiners. Moreover, motor carrier 
fleets are experiencing drivers within their fleet being 
held to different medical standards for testing and 
treatment of OSA.

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) has clearly divided the medical criteria 
for commercial motor vehicles into two categories: 
Physical Qualification Standards and Advisory 
Criteria/Guidance. Physical qualifications standards 
refers to requirements delineated in the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Regulations. These are legal 
requirements for interstate commercial motor vehicle 
drivers, vehicles and motor carriers. The Medical 
Examiner’s Handbook, the primary reference tool for 
certified medical examiners highlights the difference 
between the two:

“As a medical examiner, it is important for you to 
distinguish between medical standards and medical 
guidelines. Regulations/standards are laws and 
must be followed. Whereas guidelines, such as 
advisory criteria and medical conference reports, are 
recommendations. While not law, the guidelines are 
intended as best practices for medical examiners.” – 
(Pg. 51)

It goes on to indicate that “this Medical Examiner 
Handbook will be updated as new standards and 
guidelines are approved by FMCSA.” (Pg. 52)

What the regulations say about OSA:
The regulation that addresses obstructive sleep 
apnea is found in 49 C.F.R. 391.41(b)(5) and reads:

Continued on page  10
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GREAT WEST CASUALTY COMPANY
The Difference is Service

We 
Care 
24/7

800-228-8053
 gwccnet.com

CLINe WOOD aGeNCY 
Leawood, KS
913-451-3900 

rUTTer-CLINe 
aSSOCIaTeS INC 
Garden City, KS 
620-276-8274 

WeLLS FarGO 
INSUraNCe SerVICeS 
USa, INC 
Overland Park, KS 
913-234-2930 

WILLIS OF GreaTer 
KaNSaS 
Overland Park, KS 
913-339-0800 

WILLIS OF GreaTer 
KaNSaS INC 
Topeka, KS 
785-233-2790 
 

800-228-8053
 gwccnet.com

The CARE program. You might wonder why we picked 
that name. Simple. Care is what we do, and care is what 
you get with Great West Casualty Company.

Let’s say you experience a breakdown or a collision in 
an unfamiliar area. How do you pick a local repair shop 
you can trust to do the job quickly, and do it right? 

That’s where we can help. We have approved lists of quality repair 
shops and have local adjusters wherever you need assistance. 
We’ll help you choose the right shop so you can be back on 
the road in no time. Plus, any time, day or night, you can talk to 
a real, live person who’ll give you the answers you need. 

Great West Casualty Company – Because no matter 
where you are, we’re with you every step of the way.

GreaT WeST’S COLLISION 
aND rePaIr exPreSS

Not available in all states. All policy terms, conditions, 
definitions, and exclusions apply to this coverage. Please 

see your agent for exact provisions.

KS_FP_CR_2012.indd   1 7/18/2012   11:09:08 AM
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Continued From page 8
Obstructive Sleep Apnea and 

Commercial Driver Medical Qualification
“[A person is physically qualified to drive a commercial 
motor vehicle if that person] has no established 
medical history or clinical diagnosis of respiratory 
dysfunction likely to interfere with his/her ability to 
control and drive a commercial motor vehicle safely.”

What the Medical Examiner’s Handbook says:
The Medical Examiner’s Handbook provides a detailed 
overview of respiratory conditions that may interfere 
with oxygen exchange and pose a potential safety risk 
and the medical examiners responsibility to assess 
respiratory function.

“As the medical examiner, your fundamental 
obligation during the respiratory assessment is to 
establish whether a driver has a respiratory disease 
or disorder that increases the risk for sudden death 
or incapacitation, thus endangering public safety.” 
(emphasis added) – Pg. 118

The medical examiner handbook does list obstructive 
sleep apnea as an example of respiratory
condition that may inhibit oxygen exchange. However, 
the health history portion of the required
Medical Examination Report contains a question 
seeking to uncover sleep disorders.

What the Medical Examiner’s Handbook does not 
say:
As referenced above, the Medical Examiner’s 
Handbook is appropriately divided into sections 
outlining
medical standards and others detailing advisory 
criteria/guidance. Each of the twelve physical
qualification standards outlined in the regulations (49 
C.F.R 391.41(b)(1-12)) contain comprehensive
discussions of the appropriate standards and detailed 
treatment of the associated advisory
criteria/guidance. The advisory criteria/guidance 
sections highlight specific medical conditions, as
approved by FMCSA, to be considered.

The advisory criteria/guidance portion provides a 
thorough review of relevant medical conditions and

discusses applicable waiting periods, and 
recommendations of whether or not to certify a driver 
and for
how long. There is no advisory criteria specifically for 
OSA.

Misconceptions:
Many certified medical examiners are operating under 
the false pretense that drivers who exhibit
specific risk factors (e.g. BMI >35kg/m2 or large neck 
circumference) must undergo a sleep study for
OSA before they can be certified. While BMI and neck 
size may be indicators, there are many factors
that may put a driver at risk for OSA and they should 
be viewed collectively.

There are several organizations misleading medical 
examiners by contending that sleep testing of all
drivers is a regulatory requirement. The American 
Trucking Associations has fielded many inquiries from
concerned individuals and organizations seeking 
clarification about what they understand to be new
Department of Transportation regulations. To be clear, 
no such regulations or even advisory criteria
specifically on OSA exist.

It is the responsibility of the certified medical examiner 
to use his or her best judgment to certify that a
driver is medical qualified to perform the functions of a 
professional truck driver. An examiner may be,
at times, justified in requiring additional testing to rule 
out sleep disorders. It is not however, a
regulatory requirement to test every driver who exhibits 
a single risk fact (e.g. high BMI).

Resources:
Physical Qualification Standards:
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/title49/section/391.41
Medical Examiners Handbook:
http://nrcme.fmcsa.dot.gov/documents/
FMCSAMedicalExaminerHandbook-2014MAR18.pdf

More information contact Becky Crawford at 
bcrawford@kmca.org
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More fl eets are moving to J. J. Keller E-Logs with our
Encompass™ fl eet management system. It’s the most
fl exible way to proactively make the transition —
before you’re rushed by a government mandate.

•  The only system with a bring-your-own-device 
(BYOD) option and a bundled option via the 
J. J. Keller Compliance Tablet™.

•  The only BYOD service that supports E-Logs & E-DVIRs 
on the iPad®, iPhone®, and 80+ Android™ devices. 

•  The only system with options from stand-alone E-Logs 
to full compliance & performance management.

•   The only system supported by 36 state trucking
associations — and counting.

Benefi t from the simplicity of using the mobile devices your 
drivers already own.

It’s Go Time!
The Most Versatile E-Log & Compliance System.

Learn more at JJKellerELogs.com
Or call 855-693-5338

J. J. Keller and your State Trucking
Association are partners in compliance.

Use your smartphone or tablet, 
or the J. J. Keller Compliance Tablet™.

Works
with all vehicle

classes!

Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and 
other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Android is a trademark of Google Inc.  

J. J. Keller Mobile® app can be 
downloaded on drivers’ mobile devices.

with E-Logs

PC 107428

TM
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